
 

 
 

VIRM: ENTRY CERTIFICATION 
AMENDMENT 1 JUNE 2019 
List of changes and preview pages 
MAY 2019 

In this amendment 
• Changes as indicated in the March consultation document, including: 

o Updates to the Annex C process including an update to the Annex C permit 
o Clarifications around wheelchairs and seating position numbers 
o General clarifications 

• Change as a result of the Land Transport Rule: Regulatory Stewardship (Omnibus) 
Amendment 2018. For insights behind the changes, you can read the summary of 
submissions document  

 

LIST OF CHANGES – GENERAL  

SECTION CHANGE DESCRIPTION 

Introduction 

5-5 Identifying the 
vehicle class 

• Note and images added regarding counting seats in a vehicle 
with wheelchair positions 

9 Definitions and 
abbreviations 

• Sleeping berth definition added 

Inspection and certification 

1-1 Registering a 
vehicle for the first time 
in New Zealand 

• Table 1-1-3. Proof of standards compliance 
When a vehicle is a used vehicle manufactured for the USA 
market: Include in the referral, photos of all identifiers and 
manufacturers data plates, and a photo of the entire vehicle. 

1-5 Annex C: 
conditional operation of 
a vehicle  

• Section renamed and re-written. Annex C processes have 
been clarified. See also reference material 47 Annex C permit 

7-2 PSV seating 
(Omnibus change) 

• Provide that two seats facing each other do not have to comply 
with clause 4.1(8)(b) of the Rule (relating to footroom) if the 
seating position complies with the standard UN/ECE 107  
(see also the summary of submissions document) 

7-5 Seatbelts and 
seatbelt anchorages 

• Note 2 about retrofitted seatbelts deleted. Following notes 
renumbered 

9-1 Steering and 
suspension systems 

• Note 1 regarding vehicles that comply with approved frontal 
impact standards are not required to comply with approved 
steering system standards, deleted 

https://www.nzta.govt.nz/about-us/consultations/archive/land-transport-rule-regulatory-stewardship-omnibus-amendment-2018/
https://www.nzta.govt.nz/about-us/consultations/archive/land-transport-rule-regulatory-stewardship-omnibus-amendment-2018/
https://www.nzta.govt.nz/assets/resources/rules/docs/omnibus-amendment-2018-summary-of-submissions.pdf
https://www.nzta.govt.nz/assets/resources/rules/docs/omnibus-amendment-2018-summary-of-submissions.pdf
https://www.nzta.govt.nz/assets/resources/rules/docs/omnibus-amendment-2018-summary-of-submissions.pdf
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Technical bulletins 

3 Vehicles modified to 
change vehicle class 

• Expanded to include heavy vehicles 

28 Exhaust emissions 
standards compliance 

• The VIA has ceased issuing exhaust emissions compliance 
certificates from 28 December 2018. Should any VIA emission 
certificates be presented with issue dates later than 28 
December 2018 or for vehicles that may have been imported 
after that date, please contact the Transport Agency before 
accepting them. 

39 Identifying class MB, 
MD1 or MD2 based on 
seats on Japanese 
deregistration 
certificates 

• Deletion of incorrect content stating wheelchair positions are 
not considered seating positions  

45 Recording the 
number of seats in a 
vehicle with wheelchair 
positions 

• Some vehicles have dedicated wheelchair positions and multi-
use positions where an occupant can sit if a wheelchair isn’t 
present. This technical bulletin provides clarity over how to 
record the number of seats. (included as separate PDF with 
draft images) 

Reference materials 

47 Sample Annex C 
permit 

• Annex C permit redesigned to reflect the new process  
• Note 2 and Note 3 updated to reflect clarifications in the Annex 

C process 

77 VIA and IMVIA 
Exhaust emission 
compliance certificates 

• The VIA has ceased issuing exhaust emissions compliance 
certificates from 28 December 2018. 
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PREVIEW PAGES 
Includes Land Transport Rule: Regulatory Stewardship (Omnibus) Amendment 2018 changes 

Introduction 
5-5 Identifying the vehicle class 

 

 

 

 

9 Definitions and abbreviations 

 

 

 

https://www.nzta.govt.nz/about-us/consultations/archive/land-transport-rule-regulatory-stewardship-omnibus-amendment-2018/
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Inspection and certification 
Registering a vehicle for the first time in New Zealand 
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1-5 Annex C: conditional operation of a vehicle 
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7-2 PSV seating (Omnibus) 

 

7-5 Seatbelts and seatbelt anchorages 

Note 2 deleted. 

9-1 Steering and suspension systems 

Note 1 deleted 
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Technical bulletins 
 

 3 Vehicles modified to change vehicle class 

 

28 Exhaust emissions standards compliance 

 

39 Identifying class MB, MD1 or MD2 based on seats on Japanese deregistration certificates 

However, some of these seating positions, as defined by Japan, are either wheelchair 
positions or occasional seats (often referred to as dickie seats or jump seats). In New 
Zealand, wheelchair positions are not considered seating positions and the occasional 
seats are not suitable as seating positions nor do they have the appropriate seatbelts. 
Also, many importers would prefer to remove the occasional seats and discard them. 
The issue is the vehicle would then become a 9-seater (or 12-seater) and therefore 
change class to an MB (or MD1). In both these situations these vehicles would be 
deemed non-compliant MD1s (or MD2s) and would either have to be brought in line to 
meet MD1 (or MD2) requirements or have an exemption issued at a cost. 

  



Extract taken: from NZTA Vehicle Portal > VIRMs > Entry certification > Technical bulletins > Recording the number of seats in 
a vehicle with wheelchair positions

45 Recording the number of seats in a vehicle with wheelchair positions

Background
Some vehicles have dedicated wheelchair positions and multi-use positions where an occupant can sit if a wheelchair isn’t
present. This technical bulletin provides clarity over how to record the number of seats.

Determining a vehicle’s class
Because wheelchair positions are included in the total seat count, they have an impact when determining a vehicle’s class.

Note: Vehicles of class MA, MB and MC do not have an upper GVM limit so a 9-seat van with a GVM of 4,000kg could be class
MB.

Dedicated wheelchair positions
A dedicated wheelchair position is a seating position for transporting a wheelchair and its occupant that is unavailable for
other passengers when it is not occupied by a wheelchair.

All dedicated wheelchair positions are included in the total seat count.

Figure 45-1-1

This vehicle has 1 dedicated wheelchair position.
The total number of seats should be recorded as 10.
It’s classed as an omnibus.

Figure 45-1-2

This vehicle has 2 dedicated wheelchair positions.
The total number of seats should be recorded as 10.
It’s classed as an omnibus.

Multi-use wheelchair positions
A seating position that can be used for either a wheelchair or seat, but not both simultaneously, is only to be counted as one
seat.



If a wheelchair position takes up more than one multi-use seating position, the number of seating positions is the highest
possible count of seated passengers.

Figure 45-1-3

This vehicle has a multi-use wheelchair position.
There could be 9 occupants in seats and 1 in the wheelchair.
If the wheelchair position isn’t used, there could be 11 occupants.
The number of seats should be recorded as 11.
It’s classed as an omnibus.

Figure 45-1-4

This vehicle has a multi-use wheelchair position.
There could be 8 occupants in seats and 1 in the wheelchair.
If the wheelchair position isn’t used, there could be 9 occupants.
The number of seats should be recorded as 9.
Its class is MB.
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Reference materials 
47 Sample Annex C permit 
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77 VIA and IMVIA Exhaust emission compliance certificates  

 

 

 


	In this amendment
	List of changes – general
	Preview pages
	Introduction
	5-5 Identifying the vehicle class
	9 Definitions and abbreviations

	Inspection and certification
	Registering a vehicle for the first time in New Zealand
	1-5 Annex C: conditional operation of a vehicle
	7-2 PSV seating (Omnibus)
	7-5 Seatbelts and seatbelt anchorages
	9-1 Steering and suspension systems

	Technical bulletins
	3 Vehicles modified to change vehicle class
	28 Exhaust emissions standards compliance
	39 Identifying class MB, MD1 or MD2 based on seats on Japanese deregistration certificates

	Reference materials
	47 Sample Annex C permit
	77 VIA and IMVIA Exhaust emission compliance certificates


	TB 45 recording-the-number-of-seats-in-a-vehicle-with-wheelchair-positions.pdf
	45 Recording the number of seats in a vehicle with wheelchair positions
	Background
	Determining a vehicle’s class
	Dedicated wheelchair positions
	Figure 45-1-1
	Figure 45-1-2
	Multi-use wheelchair positions
	Figure 45-1-3
	Figure 45-1-4





