
 

 
 

VIRM: ENTRY CERTIFICATION 
AMENDMENT 
April 2020 List of changes and preview pages  
FEBRUARY 2020 

In this amendment 
• General clarifications 
• Change to entry certification requirements for motorcycles regarding ABS from 1 April 2020 

and 1 November 2021 
• A number of changes to help clarify processes and requirements for pre-delivery 

inspections (PDIs) 
• Updated emissions codes table. 

LIST OF CHANGES 

SECTION CHANGE DESCRIPTION 

Introduction 

4 The pre-registration 
process 

•  Changes regarding PDI clarifications 

9 Definitions and 
abbreviations 

• Used vehicle definition updated 
• New definitions added as a result of the introduction 

compulsory ABS on motorcycles 

Pre-registration and VIN 

2-2 Vehicle attributes 
definitions 

• Table 2-2-2 - used vehicle definition updated to align with the 
change in the Definitions section 

• Table 2-2-12 – two new gas codes added 
• Table 2-2-13 – missing test regime code for motorsport, 

immigrant’s vehicles and special interest vehicles added 

Inspection and certification 

1-1 Registering a 
vehicle for the first 
time in New Zealand 

• Changes regarding PDI clarifications 

8-1 Service brake and 
park brake 

• New reason for rejection, summary of legislation and table 
added to incorporate the new requirements regarding ABS in 
motorcycles (staged introduction from 1 April 2020 and 1 
November 2021) 

16-1 Certificate of 
loading (heavy 
vehicles) 

• Line added to Table 16-1-1 to remind certifiers that if the 
vehicle has been imported with an ECE R55 compliant fifth 
wheel then this should be recorded on the LATIS system’s 
ILOAD screen 

Technical bulletins 
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25 Immigrants’ 
vehicles 

• Updated to include changes brought about by the amendment 
to Land Transport Rule: Light Vehicle Brakes 2002. This 
change is that the ABS requirements to class LC, LD and LE 
vehicles do not apply to immigrants’ vehicles 

26 Special interest 
vehicles 

• Updated to include changes brought about by the amendment 
to Land Transport Rule: Light Vehicle Brakes 2002. This is the 
addition of a new category of vehicle – special interest 
motorcycle 

28 Exhaust emissions 
standard compliance 

• Updated so that a certificate of conformity can be used to 
determine emission standards for heavy vehicles as well as 
light vehicles 

• Emissions codes table updated to include the latest codes, 
including Euro 6 (Note that the EC directive documentation 
that these tables are based on has been included in the email 
consultation package.) 

29 Declaration for 
supplementary 
restraint system, anti-
lock braking system 
and ESC system 
inspections 

• Link added to the motorcycles brakes section 

46 Parallel imports • New bulletin that contains the majority of the clarifications 
regarding PDI inspections 

Reference materials 

50 • DCCUAF06 Application for recognition of immigrants’ vehicles 
form updated to include ABS for motorcycles 

82 • SIMCP Application for a special interest motorcycle permit 

 

 

 



NZ TRANSPORT AGENCY VIRM: ENTRY CERTIFICATION AMENDMENT // 3 
 

Introduction  
4 The pre-registration process 

 
 

9 Definitions and abbreviations 
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Pre-registration and VIN 
2-2 Vehicle attributes definitions 
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Inspection and certification 
1-1 Registering a vehicle for the first time in New Zealand 

 

 
 

8-1 Service brake and park brake 

 
6. A vehicle of class LC, LD or LE does not comply with the requirements of Table 8-1-2 

 

 
Table 8-1-2. ABS brake requirements for class LC, LD and LE vehicles 

 A new class LC, LD and LE 
vehicle of a model or sub-
model that was first 
manufactured on or after 1 
April 2020 

All other class LC, LD and LE 
vehicles (see exceptions 
below) 

A class LC, LD or LE vehicle 
that is powered by either: 
• a combustion engine of 

capacity greater than 50 
cubic centimetres up to 
and including 125 cubic 
centimetres; or 

• an electrically powered 
motor having net power 
output of greater than 4kW 
up to and including 11kW. 

Antilock braking systems or 
Combined braking systems 
required if first certified for entry 
into service in New Zealand on or 
after 1 April 2020 and before 1 
November 2021 

Antilock braking systems or 
Combined braking systems 
required if first certified for entry 
into service in New Zealand on or 
after 1 November 2021 

A class LC, LD or LE vehicle 
that is powered by either: 
• a combustion engine of 

capacity greater than 125 
cubic centimetres; or 

• an electric powered motor 
having net power output of 
greater than 11kW and a 

Antilock braking systems 
required if first certified for entry 
into service in New Zealand on or 
after 1 April 2020 

Antilock braking systems 
required if first certified for entry 
into service in New Zealand on or 
after 1 November 2021 
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power to weight ratio of 
greater than 0.1kW/kg 

Exceptions to Table 8-1-2 

Advanced brake system requirements do not apply to: 

• an enduro motorcycle; or 
• a trial motorcycle; or 
• a motorcycle that was first registered in any country before 1 January 1990; or 
• an immigrant’s vehicle; or 
• a motorcycle for which a special interest motorcycle permit has been granted; or 
• a farm motorcycle, or 

• a low volume vehicle that was: 

 assembled or scratch-built in quantities of 500 or less in any one year (ie, not a 
uniquely modified low volume vehicle), and 

 not originally fitted with an antilock brake system or a combined brake system, and 

 is certified in accordance with the Low Volume Vehicle Code. 

 

 
6. A vehicle of class LC, LD or LE must comply with the requirements of Table 8-1-2. 

 

16-1 Certificate of loading (heavy vehicles) 
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Technical bulletins 
25 Immigrants’ vehicles  

 

 
 

26 Special interest vehicles and special interest motorcycles 
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28 Exhaust emissions standard compliance 
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Note that the EC directive documentation that these tables are based on has been included in the 
email consultation package. 
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29 Declaration for supplementary restraint system, anti-lock braking system and ESC 
system inspections 

 
 

 

 



NZ TRANSPORT AGENCY VIRM: ENTRY CERTIFICATION AMENDMENT // 12 
 

45 Parallel imports 

General requirements for parallel imports 
Parallel imports are to be treated as a new vehicle for standards requirements but are 
subjected to the entry certification process of a used vehicle. 

This means the following requirements are to be the same as for any other new vehicle: 

• Vehicle standards compliance 

• Emissions 

• ESC (electronic stability control) 

• Pre-delivery Inspection (PDI). 

PDI requirements 

A new light vehicle is required to have a pre-delivery inspection (PDI) before it can be certified 
for entry into service. This is carried out by an agent appointed by the manufacturer to ensure 
all safety systems are armed and operating correctly, and any outstanding warranty or safety 
recalls have been attended to. 

An entry certifier processing a parallel-imported new light vehicle must retain a copy of the PDI 
checksheet to verify that the PDI has been carried out. The PDI check sheet must identify the 
name of the company that inspected the vehicle, date it was inspected and be signed by the 
person who carried out the inspection. 

All new parallel imports must have evidence of at least one pre-deliver inspection (PDI). If no 
PDI is available, the applicant may apply for an exemption from the PDI requirements by 
applying for an exemption from the Vehicle standards compliance rule with the CA01 form. Any 
exemption given will require a strict and thorough inspection as defined in the conditions of the 
exemption. 

Trim removal exemptions 

As most new vehicles are unlikely to have a high risk of structural damage or corrosion an 
exemption to the trim removal stage of the entry inspection is likely to be given. The application 
form and instructions on how to apply can be found in reference material 18 

Specific requirements for damaged or written off new parallel 
imports 

Damaged or written off parallel imports are to be treated as used vehicles. However, the 
standards requirements for new vehicles will apply. 

This means the following requirements are to be the same as for a new vehicle: 

• Vehicle standards compliance 
• Emissions 
• ESC (electronic stability control) 
• Pre-delivery Inspection (PDI) 

PDI requirements 

Any vehicle that has not been previously registered requires a pre-deliver inspection (PDI). 
(See proof of previous registration below) 

Only a single PDI is needed for any vehicle. The PDI may be carried out before or after the 
damage has occurred. 

If the PDI was carried out before the damage occurred the repair certification process is 
deemed to bring the car back to within safe tolerance of manufacture. 

If no PDI was carried out before repair certification a full PDI must be completed by a 
manufacturer’s approved representative before the vehicle may be entry certified. 
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If no PDI is available, the applicant may apply for an exemption from the PDI requirements by 
applying for an exemption from the Vehicle standards compliance rule with the CA01 form. Any 
exemption given will require a strict and thorough inspection as defined in the conditions of the 
exemption. 

Proof of previous registration for PDI requirements 

A PPSR with a state of registration recorded under the NEVDIS section is not sufficient to 
prove previous registration. The state of registration is often record before the vehicle has been 
issued with number plates and a PDI has been completed. A PPSR cannot be used to exempt 
a vehicle from PDI requirements. 

Any vehicle presented with a V308 form does not require a PDI. 

LANDATA/MVR entry 

Damaged parallel imports are to be loaded as a used vehicle 

The date of first registration is to be entered as the date of border inspection. 

The vehicle year is to be entered as the year of manufacture. 

VIRM references 

See these sections of the VIRM for more on parallel imports: 

• Introduction: 4 The pre-registration process 

• Required documentation and registration: 1-1 Registering a vehicle for the first time in New 
Zealand 

• Vehicle structure 3-3 Inspection specifications 

• Reference material 18: Request for an exemption to remove trim on an imported used 
vehicle 

 

Reference materials 
50 DCCUAF05 Application for recognition of immigrants’ vehicles form updated to include 
ABS for motorcycles 

Will be available for download from 1 April 2020. 

82 SIMCP Application for a special interest motorcycle permit 

Will be available for download from 1 April 2020. 

 

https://vehicleinspection.nzta.govt.nz/virms/entry-certification/intro/the-pre-registration-process
https://vehicleinspection.nzta.govt.nz/virms/entry-certification/intro/the-pre-registration-process
https://vehicleinspection.nzta.govt.nz/virms/entry-certification/i-and-c/required-documentation-and-registration/registering-a-vehicle-for-the-first-time-in-new-zealand
https://vehicleinspection.nzta.govt.nz/virms/entry-certification/i-and-c/required-documentation-and-registration/registering-a-vehicle-for-the-first-time-in-new-zealand
https://vehicleinspection.nzta.govt.nz/virms/entry-certification/i-and-c/required-documentation-and-registration/registering-a-vehicle-for-the-first-time-in-new-zealand
https://vehicleinspection.nzta.govt.nz/virms/entry-certification/i-and-c/required-documentation-and-registration/registering-a-vehicle-for-the-first-time-in-new-zealand
https://vehicleinspection.nzta.govt.nz/virms/entry-certification/i-and-c/vehicle-structure/inspection-specifications
https://vehicleinspection.nzta.govt.nz/virms/entry-certification/i-and-c/vehicle-structure/inspection-specifications
https://vehicleinspection.nzta.govt.nz/virms/entry-certification/reference-materials/request-for-an-exemption-to-remove-trim-on-an-imported-used-vehicle
https://vehicleinspection.nzta.govt.nz/virms/entry-certification/reference-materials/request-for-an-exemption-to-remove-trim-on-an-imported-used-vehicle
https://vehicleinspection.nzta.govt.nz/virms/entry-certification/reference-materials/request-for-an-exemption-to-remove-trim-on-an-imported-used-vehicle
https://vehicleinspection.nzta.govt.nz/virms/entry-certification/reference-materials/request-for-an-exemption-to-remove-trim-on-an-imported-used-vehicle
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