
 

 
 

VIRM: IN-SERVICE CERTIFICATION 
AMENDMENT 1 JUNE 2019 
List of changes and preview pages (WoF and CoF) 
MAY 2019 

In this amendment 
• Updates to images in the glazing section to assist vehicle inspectors 
• General information about spotting cracking failure in light trailers 
• Images to show how to spot a repaired Trailpro trailer 
• Changes as a result of the Land Transport Rule: Regulatory Stewardship (Omnibus) 

Amendment 2018. For insights behind the changes, you can read the summary of 
submissions document (changes listed in separate table on the next page) 

LIST OF CHANGES – GENERAL  

SECTION CHANGE DESCRIPTION 

General vehicles 

4-1 Headlamps • Rfr 15(h) updated to allow for vehicles without a headlamp 
warning device to be passed if one is not fitted (fitted but not 
working is still a fail item) 

5-1 Glazing • Limousine and body recovery vehicles (hearse) added to 
figure 5-1-6 Minimum VLT limits for modified glazing (tinted 
overlays) for different vehicle classes  

• Critical vision area diagram updated to align with AS/NZS 
2080-2006 

• Late addition: Table 5-1-6. Permitted modifications 
o New row - 'Window port or hatches' in 'Front side 

window' section relating to class ME vehicles 

Heavy vehicles 

4-1 Headlamps • See general vehicles 

5-1 Glazing • Critical vision area diagram added 

7-1 Seats and seat 
anchorages 

• Note added about modification or repair before April 2002 

Light PSVs 

4-1 Headlamps • See general vehicles 

Heavy PSVs 

4-1 Headlamps • See general vehicles 

7-1 Seats and seat 
anchorages 

• See heavy vehicles 

General trailers 

https://www.nzta.govt.nz/about-us/consultations/archive/land-transport-rule-regulatory-stewardship-omnibus-amendment-2018/
https://www.nzta.govt.nz/about-us/consultations/archive/land-transport-rule-regulatory-stewardship-omnibus-amendment-2018/
https://www.nzta.govt.nz/assets/resources/rules/docs/omnibus-amendment-2018-summary-of-submissions.pdf
https://www.nzta.govt.nz/assets/resources/rules/docs/omnibus-amendment-2018-summary-of-submissions.pdf
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3-1 Structure • Note and image added to assist vehicle inspectors with 
spotting cracking failure at the point(s) where the drawbar 
attaches to the body of the trailer in light trailers  

• Repaired Trailpro trailers can be identified by the ‘R’ after the 
serial number on the plate 

• Image of a repaired Trailpro trailer 

 

LIST OF CHANGES – OMNIBUS  
See also the summary of submissions document 

SECTION REASON FOR RULE CHANGE 

General vehicles 

2-2 Dimensions • Proposal 67: correcting an error in 6.18(2)d of the Rule – 
replace ‘hazard warning sign’ with ‘OVERSIZE’. Means that 
OVERSIZE sign be frangible if any part of the sign extends 
beyond the body or load of the vehicle, whichever it is attached 
to (frangible means breakable or readily deformable) 

Heavy vehicles 

2-2 Dimensions • See general vehicles 

4-13 Rear reflectors • Proposal 27: allow reflective material that does not meet a 
standard to be fitted to a vehicle elsewhere than adjacent to 
required lighting equipment 

4-15 Other lighting • Proposal 27: allow reflective material that does not meet a 
standard to be fitted to a vehicle elsewhere than adjacent to 
required lighting equipment 

8-1 Service brake, 
parking brake and 
heavy vehicle 
emergency brake 

• allow powered vehicles first registered in New Zealand after 
the amendment Rule comes into force to have a pressure 
gauge fitted to the supply brake reservoir rather than a service 
brake reservoir 

• allow for fewer truck brake applications to be available after 
the engine stops but before a warning buzzer sounds, to align 
the New Zealand requirements with approved international 
standards requirements 

10-2 Hubs and axles • Proposal 25: provide that tandem axle sets in heavy 
passenger service vehicles do not have to display a 
compliance plate showing the load-sharing ratio 

Light PSVs 

2-2 Dimensions • See general vehicles 

Heavy PSVs 

2-2 Dimensions • See general vehicles 

6-3 PSV entry and exit 
steps, ramps and 
hoists 

• Proposal 7: allow for a modesty screen between a seat and a 
stairwell in a heavy passenger service vehicle to have a small 

https://www.nzta.govt.nz/assets/resources/rules/docs/omnibus-amendment-2018-summary-of-submissions.pdf
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gap at the base of the screen, provided that the gap could not 
create a hazard 

7-8 PSV heating and 
ventilation 

• Proposal 9: allow for the front passenger seat windows to open 
wider than 125mm if that seat is alongside the driver’s seat in 
a heavy passenger service vehicle (eg in heavy vans) 

8-1 Service brake, 
parking brake and 
heavy vehicle 
emergency brake 

• allow powered vehicles first registered in New Zealand after 
the amendment Rule comes into force to have a pressure 
gauge fitted to the supply brake reservoir rather than a service 
brake reservoir 

• allow for fewer truck brake applications to be available after 
the engine stops but before a warning buzzer sounds, to align 
the New Zealand requirements with approved international 
standards requirements 

10-2 Hubs and axles • see heavy vehicles 

General trailers 

2-2 Dimensions • See general vehicles 

5-1 Brakes • Proposal 6: The objective of the amendment Rule is to allow 
for trailers weighing between 2,500 kg and 3,500 kg to have 
indirect service brakes or direct service brakes 

Heavy trailers 

2-2 Dimensions • See general vehicles 

4-13 Rear reflectors • See heavy vehicles 

Forklifts 

2-2 Dimensions • See general vehicles 

Tractors 

2-2 Dimensions • See general vehicles 

Unclassified vehicles 

2-2 Dimensions • See general vehicles 

Technical bulletins (general) 

15 Identifying 
compliant hitches and 
brake systems 

• New technical bulletin to assist vehicle inspectors identify 
brakes compliant with UN/ECE regulation 13 
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PREVIEW PAGES 
Includes Land Transport Rule: Regulatory Stewardship (Omnibus) Amendment 2018 changes 

General vehicles 
2-2 Dimensions (Omnibus) 

 

4-1 headlamps 

 
 

5-1 Glazing 

 

 

https://www.nzta.govt.nz/about-us/consultations/archive/land-transport-rule-regulatory-stewardship-omnibus-amendment-2018/
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Heavy vehicles 
2-2 Dimensions (Omnibus) 

See general vehicles 

4-13 Rear reflectors (Omnibus) 

 

 

4-15 Other lighting (Omnibus) 

 

 

5-1 Glazing 

Figure above also added. 
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7-1 Seats and seat anchorages 

 

8-1 Service brake, parking brake and heavy vehicle emergency brake (Omnibus) 
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10-2 Hubs and axles (Omnibus) 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Heavy PSVs 
6-3 PSV entry and exit steps, ramps and hoists (Omnibus) 
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7-8 PSV heating and ventilation (Omnibus) 

 

 
 

 

 
 

8-1 Service brake, parking brake and heavy vehicle emergency brake (Omnibus) 
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10-2 Hubs and axles (Omnibus) 
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General trailers 
3-1 Structure 
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Figure 3-1-3. Drawbar attachment to trailer 

 

 

 

  



NZ TRANSPORT AGENCY VIRM: IN-SERVICE CERTIFICATION AMENDMENT 1 JUNE 2019 // 13 
 

 

5-1 Brakes (Omnibus) 

 
 



Extract taken from: NZTA Vehicle Portal > VIRMs > In-service certification (WoF and CoF) > Technical bulletins (general) > 
Identifying compliant hitches and brake systems

15 Identifying compliant hitches and brake systems

Imported trailers with whole vehicle type approval
A trailer that has European whole vehicle type approval will have brakes compliant with UN/ECE Regulation 13. These trailers
are identified by a plate very similar to the following:

Trailers fitted with a UN/ECE Regulation 13 braking system
These trailers are usually built in New Zealand and fitted with an imported braking system. An approved braking system can be
identified by the features and markings detailed below. If these features and markings are not present the owner must be able



to present documentation that reasonably proves the braking system is compliant with UN/ECE Reg.13 and Reg.55.

Compliant hitch

A compliant hitch will be fitted with a plate like the one above that indicates it is compliant to Reg. 55 as per the red
highlighted section in the image.

Compliant brake system

A compliant brake system will require 4 brakes acting across 2 axles (one per wheel). The back of each brake drum will
have a test number marking like that shown above.

Trailers without a UN/ECE approved brake system
Trailers presented without a European approved braking system, as per the two sections above, must be presented with an
exemption letter issued by the Transport Agency. An example of this may be seen below. These trailers are usually built in
New Zealand and are usually fitted with a brake system manufactured in New Zealand. Some of these trailers will be fitted with
a plate like the one shown below. All these trailers must have a VIN/chassis that matches that shown on the exemption letter.



Sample exemption letter



Page added 1 June 2019 (see amendment details)

https://vehicleinspection.nzta.govt.nz/amendments/in-service
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